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Greetings,
Fall is the perfect time to consider changes that you may want to
implement next year (2015!) in your garden. Paul Marean on our
staff is available to meet with you now to begin the design process
which can continue during the winter months. You may have a
more complex project involving a drainage, hardscape repair or
circulation issue in addition to plantings. It is very helpful to study
these situations now before snow is on the ground! Then when the
snow melts next spring, we can roll out the plants, materials and
people to make your ideas a reality.
Please let Priscilla know if you would like to begin the design
process and we will be happy to schedule a design appointment.

New Power Mister Hits the Road (and the Borders)

Fall Watering
Tips
Watering is still
important in the fall
for plants installed
during the past 1-5
years if there is less
than 1" of rainfall
during the week.
Please see our fall
watering tips for more
information.

We are pleased to announce the
launch of our new backpack-style
power mister for tick and mosquito
spray applications. This machine
provides a finer droplet spray, better
overall coverage and thus more
protection for you. Further, it uses
less cedar oil than our previous spray
system. The problems we
experienced earlier this year with
burn on new growth of flowers and
shrubs will now be a thing of the
past. Carmine is pleased to see that
he can make more stops in a day than
with our large 200 gallon sprayer and
its 300 feet of hose.

Carmine uses new sprayer

To introduce this change in application methodology, we are
offering double applications during the months of September and
October for those clients signed up for the program at the same
price contracted earlier this year.
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If you would like to join the program now, it's not too late! Please
contact Carmine for more information.

Soil Testing Time Is Here

Final call for
bulb orders!
We have placed our
spring bulbs orders
and expect them to
ship in early October.
We can still add to the
orders until
September 30.
See
springdisplays.com
(use the password
shovel) for inspiration!
We will plant bulbs
between
Columbus Day and
Veteran's Day.

It's too bad this 'Hokus
Crocus' doesn't flower on
Halloween!

We are completing soil testing this month.
Again, you say?
Yes, we recommend an annual soil test for
problem spots or newly developing areas of
the garden. It's like a report card that shows
Soil testing
how well our work is progressing. The
nutrient density soil test ($45) gives us much useful information that
we can use in planning the balancing of key nutrients like Calcium,
Magnesium, Phosphorus and Potassium plus Trace Elements.
Bringing the balance into line can make all the difference in leaf
color, bloom, yield and resistance to pests and diseases.
We are adding another soil test this year for our compost tea
clients: a soil biology test called Formazan ($60). This gives us a
snapshot of biological activity in the soil, which is critical to
interacting with nutrients. Isn't it great how everything is
connected?
As usual we will be providing soil amending work in late October
and November. That is the time when woody plant roots put on
their yearly growth and need support. Vegetable gardens are
finished for the year and can be easily amended to make up for the
extraction of nutrients used up by this year's crops.
Remember that in an organic program, balancing the soil nutrients
can take time. During the past few years we have begun to see
some excellent results, so we know it's worth it!

Soil Amending - Magnesium
I'd like to resume our series of articles on soil nutrients now that soil
amending time is almost here! See earlier issues for our other
articles on Potassium (Sept 2013) and Calcium (Oct 2013).
Magnesium is one of those nutrients that is good to have in your soil
for structure, but not too much of it. Too much Magnesium in
relation to Calcium causes soil compaction. Knowing that all plants
need air and water to thrive, we break up this hardpan by applying
Calcium in the form of Gypsum (Calcium sulfate).
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Foxgloves,
foxgloves, who
wants foxgloves?
Estelle grew a bumper
crop of foxgloves this
year. We have purple,
white and apricot,
perhaps still a few
yellow. There is one
variety with silver
leaves called 'Silver
Fox' that has creamy
white bells speckled
with soft pink. These
organically grown
beauties are $9 each
and will flower next
spring. They tuck
easily into almost any
perennial border or
woodland garden.
Please place your
orders with Priscilla.
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Epsom salts (Magnesium sulfate) is a good source of Magnesium,
and old rosarians used to suggest applying it yearly to rose gardens.
It may be over the top to apply Magnesium that often, so that's
another reason why we like to test the soil annually: to see exactly
what is needed first, then amend the soil. Another good source is
Sul-Po-Mag, which is 27% Sulfur, 22% Potassium and 11%
Magnesium. If your soil is lacking in those three nutrients, we'll be
applying Sul-Po-Mag this fall.
If your soil is Magnesium deficient, you'll see thin, brittle or curled
leaves with a bronzed or purplish color.
Twigs may be weak. In New England,
Magnesium tends to be lacking in sandy
soils as compared to clay soils, as the
sandy texture just isn't prone to hanging
on to nutrients, water or much of
anything. We thus work to improve a
This soil lacks magnesium
sandy soil with compost topdressing in
order to make a garden.

Plant Pick - Lespedeza thunbergii 'Gibraltar'
Need a pick-me-up for fall in your
garden? Look no further than here. I
discovered Lespedeza thunbergii on a
garden tour in Connecticut early one
September. What a show! With its
graceful arching branches loaded
with rich purple pea-like blossoms, it
is completely at home atop this stone
retaining wall. The cultivar
'Gibraltar' is large, about 5' x 5.'
There are two others worth
considering for smaller spaces: 'Edo
Shibori' with two-toned rose and
white flowers and 'Spilt Milk' with
variegated leaves.

Lespedeza flowers close up

Foxglove 'Silver Fox'

This is one of those early spring
Lespedeza atop retaining wall
"cutback" shrubs that is useful for a
spot where snow falls off a roof or
gets piled by a driveway. It blooms on completely new growth in
the fall. I've discovered that it can tolerate high shade, fairly dry
soil, and can be pinched back in early July to create a bushier
compact form. But like other members of the legume family, it
resents transplanting with its large taproot, so be sure to site
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Lespedeza where you want to keep it thriving.

September Is the Time for....

Quick Links
To Unsubscribe
PBOG Website
Click here to respond

Dividing and transplanting
perennials
Transplanting shrubs
Planting trees, shrubs and
perennials
Spraying tender tropicals and
annuals with insecticidal soap
at the sign of first frost before Time to divide the perennials
bringing indoors for winter
Sowing cover crops in the vegetable garden as crops are
harvested to improve soil structure and suppress weeds
Keeping up with weeding and deadheading to prolong bloom
Watering woody plants installed during the past 3-5 years if
less than 1" of rain falls per week
Reducing watering frequency and duration on automatic
irrigation systems late in month as temperatures cool
Finalizing bulb orders
Testing soil
I hope you all enjoy a glorious start to fall, and we'll see you soon in
the garden.
Sincerely,
Priscilla
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