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PBOG crew plants the bulbs

 

 

Greetings,
 
Think gardening is over for the year?  Not for a few more
weeks!  There are many fall tasks in the garden that can
be handled now that will free you up to enjoy the spring
succession of bloom:

Leaf shredding autumn's bounty of leaves to create
a natural mulch on-site, perfect for woodland
gardens
Fall soil amending and fertilizing per soil test
results to balance nutrients in garden beds and
around trees and shrubs that are putting on their
root growth now
Compost topdressing of perennial, annual and
vegetable gardens to get a jump on spring work
Turning compost piles and sifting the resulting soil
for use in your garden
Bulb plantings can easily be tucked in around
existing perennials and shrubs for an exciting and
colorful spring 2015
Putting the garden "to bed" for winter as the
harvest is brought in and flowers and foliage fade -
we suggest a cutdown and clean up followed by
winter protection as appropriate when the ground
freezes
Fixing fencing systems around vegetable gardens
can be done easily once the spent crops are
removed
Repairing hardscape features (or creating new
ones) is possible until the ground freezes
Spraying susceptible shrubs with anti-desiccant or
deer repellent in November to prevent damage
from winter winds and sun exposure, along with
deer browse

Please let Priscilla or Karla know at once if you would
like a helping hand with any of these projects.
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Sign of Potassium
Deficiency

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plant Health Care News - Ticks Are Still
Among Us

Carmine warns that ticks are plentiful now, what with
autumn leaves and recent rainfall creating a moist habitat
on the ground.  Check yourself, your children and your
pets after outdoor activities.  Get leaves raked up as soon
as possible as a preventative strategy.  We are still
making tick and mosquito spray applications through
early November to help combat this fall population. 
Remember that ticks are active in all months of the year!

Soil Amendment - Potassium

Have you ever heard gardeners
talk about NPK and wondered
what they were referring to? 
NPK is short for Nitrogen (N),
Phosphorous (P), and Potassium
(K).  These three elements are
essential for plant growth and are
therefore referred to as "major"
elements in horticulture.  This
month we are going to focus our
attention on Potassium.  

We are focusing on Potassium
because it is a major element that
plants need in relatively large
amounts in order to function
optimally.  Sandy soils and high summer temperatures
can leach away Potassium, leaving your plants in
desperate need of a re-supply.  Our soil amending
program has begun, and
Potassium will most likely be a main ingredient in your
individually formulated plan.

Potassium derives the K letter from the Latin word
kalium, meaning potash.  Potash etymology derives from
the collection of burnt wood ash in metal pots.  Many
centuries ago the beneficial fertilizing properties of
potash were first discovered.  

Potassium helps plants with many essential functions
including:
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Female winter moth

PBOG can build shrub
protectors to prevent damage
from falling ice this winter

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mitigating against crop diseases
aiding in photosynthesis and food production
making stalks and stems strong by building
cellulose
increasing root growth and improving drought
resistance
synthesizing for plant protein formation
reducing wilting by helping prevent water loss

Common symptoms of potassium deficiency include
brown scorching and curling of leaf tips as well as
chlorosis (yellowing of the leaf between veins).  Purple
spots can also appear on the undersides of leaves.  Plant
growth, root development, and seed and fruit
development are usually reduced in potassium deficient
plants. Symptoms of deficiency can first appear on older
leaves because potassium is a mobile nutrient.  This
means that the plant can prioritize potassium to younger
leaves when it is deficient.  Symptoms can often be
overlooked or confused with wind scorch or drought.

Winter Moth Will Soon Be Here

Winter moths usually appear
sometime between Halloween
and Thanksgiving in our area
and may fly into January,
depending on temperatures. 
You will see a cloud of male
moths flying at dusk on a
warm evening.  They seek to
mate with the wingless (and
flightless) females who cluster
around tree trunks where they
lay eggs in bark crevices.  

Early next May, the winter moth caterpillars love to feast
on newly emerging leaves of maples, cherries, oaks, and
blueberry along with understory specimens such as
Japanese maple, dogwood, azalea and the like.  At that
point there is very little control in an organic program
that can be done other than to spray the biological
pesticide Bt (Bacillus thuringiensis).  It is hard to direct
this into 80 or 100 foot trees where the caterpillars are
active, but we have been able to assist with specimens 15
feet or less.
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Dr. Joe Elkinton

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This fall, however, we can attach bands to susceptible
trees to catch as many adults as possible, particularly the
egg-laying females.  Please let Carmine know if you
would like any of your trees banded so that we can be
prepared with enough materials.  He will begin the
banding process now.

Research Update on Winter Moth Control

Dr. Joe Elkinton of the University of
Massachusetts has been researching
controls for winter moth for several
years now.  He tells us that the pest is
spreading west at the rate of 5 miles
per year along the Rt. 2 corridor.  Our
Concord clients have been
encountering winter moth for several
years running, so those in
neighboring towns should be on the
lookout!  Isolated winter moths have
been found in Fitchburg and Turners Falls, and also in
nearby southeastern Massachusetts, Long Island and
southwestern Connecticut in his traps.  

His experiments with the release of two species of
parasitoids of winter moth from Europe are underway in
Wellesley.  Last fall at a lecture I attended, Dr. Elkinton
reported success, as one parasitoid species had
reproduced well and had taken off to seek winter moths
on its own.  Nearly complete control was found in the
Wellesley area after the release of 2,000 parasitoids.  His
current research focuses on the winter temperatures
required to kill the eggs of winter moths and suggests it
may be in the range of -29 degrees Fahrenheit.

As an interesting side note, Dr. Elkinton said that winter
moth was once a problem in coastal Nova Scotia (zone
6a-6b) in the 1930s through 50s.  It was brought under
control by these same European parasitoids.  He sought
the researcher on that project who was able to make
valuable suggestions before he passed away a few years
ago.

Design Work in Fall and Winter - Be Ready for
Early Spring Planting!
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Paul Marean

Winter Display

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time to shred the leaves

Paul Marean is available now to
discuss your design and planting
ideas for spring.  Fall is the perfect
time to analyze, regroup and then
create new plans together.  We can
sample the soil, take  photographs
and measurements --then we'll
hunker down at the drawing board
when the snow flies.  Please let
Priscilla or Paul know if this type
of project is on your agenda.

Holiday Decorations

We traditionally provide winter
greens in late November for
containers and windowboxes to
brighten your winter days.  All
greens are sprayed with an
anti-desiccant to keep them
looking fresh all season.  We
can provide wreaths, garlands
and trees, too, with advance
notice.  Please contact Priscilla
for more information.

October/November Is the Time for....
Cutting back and spraying all tender plants that
you wish to bring in for winter with insecticidal
soap spray to prevent tag-along infestations
Digging dahlias, cannas, and gladioli bulbs after
tops are frosted (see October/November 2013 for
storage tips on these plants)
Protecting late fall crops of greens, carrots,
cabbage etc. with floating row covers set on hoops
to prolong the harvest
Cleaning up vegetable gardens of all spent crops to
limit hiding places for insect pests and the spread
of disease from old foliage
Cutting down perennials as leaves blacken or
slump due to cold weather and removing annuals
that are frosted
Amending soil in garden bed s per soil test results
Watering newly planted trees and shrubs until the
ground freezes (anything from 2012 forward will
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A well pruned Doublefile Viburnum
displays its beauty

 

 

 

 

 

Quick Links
To Unsubscribe
PBOG Website
Click here to respond

benefit)
Watering newly seeded lawns
Weeding out cool season weeds
Fertilizing tree peonies after leaves drop off
Dividing or transplanting herbaceous peonies (tree
peonies resent transplanting)
Draining garden hoses and bringing them in for
winter
Pruning blueberries and grapevines when leaves
drop
Pruning tall arborvitae to prevent winter snow load
damage
Pruning double file viburnums after leaf drop to
reveal a better structural framework

We look forward to seeing you in the garden one more
time before the end of fall.  Thank you for another
wonderful year.

Sincerely,
Priscilla 
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