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Greetings,
The month of October has simply flown by. I have
been very active with field work, managing a lot of
dividing and transplanting projects, with little time
for writing and office matters. So we'll send an
October/November newsletter this time around.

Mad Stash, Part II - Dahlias and Cannas

October/November Is the Time for...

When tops of these plants are
blackened by frost, it's time
to dig them for winter
storage. We cut down the
tops of plants and dig out
tubers. It's helpful to note
height and color of the plants
as it will be hard to
remember next May at
planting time! For dahlias,
Dahlias
we label cardboard boxes
filled with sawdust and nestle the tubers inside. I
store the boxes on a metal shelf in my basement for
the winter.
Happy Halloween!

For cannas, we cut down the spent tops and place
tubers into large plastic pots, covering with a bit of
potting soil. These plants go into storage in a dark,
cool spot that never goes below 40 degrees in winter.
My basement is a perfect storage spot, or an attached
garage will work well also. We spray these plants
with Safer's insecticidal soap spray to prevent any
tag-along insects from overwintering indoors.
If either plant was growing in a container, the entire
thing can be put into basement/garage storage after
cutback and spraying. When the plant shows signs of
life next May, it can be brought back into daylight
and gradually acclimated to a new season of bloom.
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Winter Moth Alert

Leaf Shredding Service
When the oak trees drop leaves in
November, our crew will be back out
with our leaf shredder to capture this
resource for a natural mulch for
woodland gardens! Let us know if
you'd like to be on our schedule.

With the approach of
Halloween, we'll start
preparing for winter
moth activity in eastern
Massachusetts Concord and points
Winter Moth Barrier
east and south. This
pest will appear at dusk in large cloud-sized
groups of males to mate sometime between
Halloween and early December. The exact
timing is dependent on temperature. The
wingless females will wait on tree trunks for the
approach of the males, then lay their eggs in bark
crevices. Next May, the emerging caterpillars
are the ones that damage maples, dogwoods,
cherries, etc. during spring leaf-out, and it's too
late to do much organic control, especially in
100' tall trees.
Last year we attached sticky bands around the
winter moth's favorite trees to trap the wingless
females as they climbed the trunks to look for
mates. This system is used extensively in
Canada where there is a strict ban on pesticide
use. We'd like to start the banding process early
this season to be sure to catch as many females
as possible. Bands can be replaced, too, if they
fill up! Please let Carmine know if you are
interested in this program so we can plan to have
the right quantity of sticky bands in stock.

The Glory of the Sassafras Tree
Carmine and Al leaf shredding
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For fall color, I think the
Sassafras is hard to beat!
Every fall, I love to see
the groves of them along
Turner Road, and wanted
to share their varied hues
of apricot, gold, peach
Sassafras Tree
and red with you. This
native understory tree grows along our roadside in
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the most beautiful way. It's also ideal for the edge of
a woodland where it will form small groves - a great
replacement plant for buckthorn, honeysuckle and
other invasives that may lurk at the edge of your
property.
You may remember Sassafras from childhood days as
the "glove and mitten tree" because its leaves
resemble small hands. There are three to four
different leaf shapes in total! Look closely above the
leaves in early fall to find dark blue berries. These
are rapidly consumed by birds.
In winter, the Sassafras photosynthesizes through its
bark. The bark color will change to green, and then
back to dark brown in the spring as the canopy
overhead leafs out. The somewhat curvy main trunks
and older branches are distinctive in winter. Over
time, it will grow to about 80' in height, unless you
coppice it (cut it down) to keep it a multi-stemmed
shrub or smaller tree.
During the summer, one hardly notices Sassafras at
all, but the leaf shape may catch your eye as you
drive along a back road or take a hike. I've
discovered two nurseries that are growing this great
plant in containers so it will transplant easier than if
balled and burlapped, so please let me know if you
are interested in planting a young Sassafras or two
next Spring.

The Role of Calcium
Continuing our series on
nutrients critical for soil
health, we arrive at
Calcium. Lack of this
nutrient often means that
Calcium Deficiency
other nutrients such as
Magnesium and
Potassium are tied up and not absorbed by the plant.
Micronutrient (or trace element) uptake can also be
impacted due to lack of sufficient Calcium.
Plants need Calcium in order to take up Nitrogen and
synthesize proteins. Calcium also has a role in
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enzyme activation and cell reproduction (read:
growth).

Plan Ahead for Winter
Services

Shrub Protectors

Your plants may tell you that they lack Calcium
through leaves that are curled or scalloped instead of
straight and flat. Leaves may sometimes be
abnormally dark green. Stems may be weak and
unable to support flowers. Buds may dry up or drop
off early. In the vegetable garden, we often see
blossom end rot on peppers and tomatoes, a soft
black spot on the bottom of the fruit that spoils it for
eating.
Many of our recent soil tests reveal that Calcium is
lower than desired, although not at dangerously low
levels that would lead to some of the symptoms listed
above. However, as we work to balance Nutrients,
and in particular to reduce excesses of Phosphorus in
local garden soils, Calcium can be of great assistance
to us. We also strive to get the soil's balance of
Calcium and Magnesium into a desirable zone in
order to improve soil structure, air supply, and to
allow soil biota to function in high gear. Therefore,
where indicated, we'll be using a lot of Lime,
Aragonite, and Agricultural Gypsum this fall - all
good sources of Calcium.

Vegetable Garden All Done?
Maybe Not!
Winter Containers

Let us know if we can provide any
of these services.

Here are some plants tolerant of
cool temperatures that you can
leave in place this fall, with just a
few hints to help:
Beets - roots tolerate
temperatures into the low 20s.
Harvest leaves now for nutritious Row covers extend
greens, then at a later stage dig up growing season
the roots.
Brussels Sprouts - plants started earlier this season
are now reaching maturity. Harvest starts around
Thanksgiving time and can continue through most of
the winter, so leave plants in place. Clean up any
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browned leaves that may have dropped off.
Broccoli Raab - if you planted it in September, you
can harvest now.
Cabbage - tolerates temperatures to 15 degrees, so be
sure to harvest in time.
Carrots and Parsnips - protect beds with floating row
covers now. Add a layer of straw mulch as the
ground begins to freeze if you want to harvest these
crops later, even next spring. The tops will be killed
by low temperatures but the roots will still be viable
(and sweeter than ever) if mulched for winter.
Lettuces and Leafy Greens - protect with floating
row covers and a layer of straw mulch now, and you
may continue to harvest into December!
Kale - keep on harvesting and if you're interested in a
winter crop, use plastic over hoops to extend the
season. Often it will resprout in spring from the
stubs of last year's crop.
Leeks - most varieties are hardy to 10 degrees. A
winter mulch of straw may preserve them until
spring.

October/November Is the Time for:
Cutting down perennials as leaves turn black
or brown due to cold weather
Pulling out spent annuals
Digging up tender bulbs for winter storage
(see article above)
Amending soil in garden beds per soil test
results
Watering newly
planted trees
and shrubs
(anything from
2012 and 2013)
until the ground
freezes
Newly planted trees still need
Watering newly
water until the ground freezes!
seeded lawns
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Adjusting irrigation systems to a less frequent
watering schedule, then shutting them off for
the season in November (temperature
dependent - don't let your lines freeze)
Weeding out cool season weeds
Fertilizing tree peonies
Cleaning up spent vegetables to prevent
overwintering insect pest and disease
problems
Remaking your compost pile, layering in
brown and green materials
Planting spring blooming bulbs and bareroot
peonies
Dividing established peonies
Raking and shredding leaves
Pruning tall arborvitae to prevent winter snow
load damage
Draining garden hoses and bringing them in
for winter storage
Pruning blueberries and grapevines
Hope you enjoyed the extended blooming this warm
fall has provided. As we look ahead to
Thanksgiving, we will include all of you as we give
thanks around the turkey.
Sincerely,
Priscilla

Forward email

This email was sent to office@seedlingspecialist.com by phw@seedlingspecialist.com |
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Pumpkin Brook Organic Gardening | 35 Turner Road | Townsend | MA | 01469

6 of 6

11/1/13 10:48 AM

