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Spring Greetings!

I'm struggling to find some signs of spring in my own yard, which
appears to be a frozen tundra.  However, the witch hazel is beginning
to show small dots of color on the tips of its  twigs.  I think I see the
beginning of a snowdrop shoot against the foundation. 

But this is New England, and all this can change with a few days
warmth, followed by some light rain and fog to break up the
snowbanks.  I see that Boston has very little snow.  Surely this is a
trend that will soon spread in our direction!

Meanwhile, I have been busy preparing for the gardening season
ahead.  This issue will detail some of the changes we are
implementing in 2014 to bring you even better service, as well as
bountiful gardens.

Garden Maintenance Division Revamped

At this point in the year, I always look back to remember how far we
have come from the days when I did most of the administrative work
myself, plus ran a crew in the field five days a week!  At a certain
point around 2006, I began to delegate duties such as writing every
check for bills due and stuffing employee pay envelopes.  The
following year I stopped doing the spot spraying myself with a small
hand sprayer, and we inaugurated our plant health care division.  A
few years later we had a regular office manager.  Garden design was
turned over to able staff.  And on like this. 

Yet somehow, I have found myself burning the midnight oil for many
years to arrange our daily schedule.  I became very sleep deprived and
began to find it more challenging to keep up with the physical work as
a result.  Maybe it was the advent of e-mail that put things over the
top?

In any event, I have initiated some lifestyle changes that now allow
me to get 8 hours of sleep and to have time for activities other than
running PBOG.  Faced also with the blessing but worry of parents
well into their 90s still living in their own home, I know that I need
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Karla Bigelow

'Cardinal' Dogwood

Salix x 'Flame' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tick
Discussion
at Debra's

Natural
Gourmet

on March 25th.

Join Priscilla and
Carmine as they
discuss simple
modifications that
you can make to
your yard so that it's
less attractive to
ticks.

Time:  6:30-8pm
Place: Debra's
Natural Gourmet,
98 Commonwealth
Avenue, Concord

additional support for our scheduling function in the event that I am
suddenly called to the side of one parent or the other.

Luckily, I found the ideal person in our own
capable Karla Bigelow, who will be working
closely with me to take over management of
our garden maintenance division, including
daily scheduling.  She will be your contact via
e-mail or phone to set up work.  You'll be
hearing from her shortly about April visits. 
Contact Karla at 978-870-0423 or
karla.bigelow@gmail.com and know that
both of us stand ready to meet with you at any
time.

Plant Pick for March - Colored Twig Dogwoods and
Willows

These plants are great to look at during winter
when all we see is green, white, black and
brown outside!  In fact, set against a backdrop
of evergreen, these colored twigs show off
even more. 

You can't go wrong with the classic red
twigs.  The variety 'Cardinal' with its solid red
stems always jumps out at me when I visit
Tower Hill Botanical Garden.  I like the
yellow color of 'Bud's Yellow' or 'Silver and Gold' stems and use them
often in both winter and spring containers.  A few years back
'Midwinter Fire' hit the scene, with glowing orange stems.  There are
now dwarf versions of all these plants.  I also like the willow called
Salix x 'Flame' with bright yellow or red twig forms.

We manage these plants by pruning out the oldest, darkest stems in
spring.  Additionally, to control size or to
"start the plant over" with new, colorful
growth one can prune the plant to the
ground every few years in late winter.

These plants photosynthesize through their
colored stems during the winter.  As spring
draws on, the stems gradually lose their
color and turn drab as the leaves emerge. 
In late fall, one can observe the color
returning to the stems again. 
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Paul Marean

Al Newman

Snowball aphid damage on
viburnum

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Still Time to
Order

Seedlings!

There is still time
to order tomatoes
and warm weather

crops.  The
deadline is
April 1st.

 

 

 

2014 PBOG UPDATE

Here's what else we can look forward to this season:

Two additional vehicles for our maintenance division 
New staff uniforms in a bright green color
Greater attention to Growing Degree Days that alert us to the
times certain pests of vegetables, fruits and ornamentals
emerge in the landscape, realizing that this varies over our
broad service territory along the Rt. 2
corridor
Paul Marean, our Project Manager, is
available for design of hardscape
projects, landscape gardens, and
correction of drainage issues as well as
to oversee their installation
Earlier starts of vegetable seedlings for
planting, timed to avoid common garden
pests, including starts of warm weather
vine crops in June

All the staff and I very much look forward to helping you with
various aspects of your garden projects. 

Congratulations, Karla and Al!

Karla Bigelow and Al Newman have just
completed the NOFA accreditation program on
the principles of organic land care this winter. 
We are proud to say that most of our returning
staff have this accreditation.

Early Spring Plant Health Care News

Snowball Aphid

While those twigs may look dormant out
there, Plant Health Care Manager Carmine
Imbriglio is already planning our first spot
spraying action for those with snowball
viburnums, the fragrant Viburnum carlesii. 
When the leaves first begin to unfurl, that is
the time for prompt spraying of the twigs with horticultural oil to
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smother the emerging snowball aphids.  Otherwise, aphids can
quickly suck sap from the young leaves that results in a puckering
effect as the leaves unfurl.  This doesn't harm the plant but can look
unattractive.

We will be contacting you soon about spot spraying if you have this
viburnum in your yard.  Our crews will be keeping a close eye on the
opening of leaves on this plant.  We expect the pest first in areas
closest to Rt. 128 so will be starting our spray work there.

Plant Health Care Contracts

Plant Health Care Contracts can be returned now from our February
mailing.  We offer a 10% discount for prepayment through April 1, so
act soon to take advantage.  If you need a new copy of your contract
sent out, please let Doris in our office know immediately. 

March Is the Time for....
Planning changes to the landscape
Beginning cleanup of winter damage
such as fallen branches, leaves, excess
sand
Checking shrubs as they emerge from
snowbanks and pruning out broken
branches or twigs 
Soil testing of vegetable beds (if not
done last fall) as soon as conditions permit to plan amending
programs 
Beginning dormant season pruning of fruit trees, deciduous
shrubs
Increasing water on houseplants as they begin to put on new
growth, lightly fertilizing every other week 
Shearing down ornamental grasses and other plants left for
winter interest, as snow levels permit 
Cutting back shrubs such as colored twig dogwoods, butterfly
bush, smoketree, spiraea and beautyberry to start them over for
a new season 

I would love to hear from you to talk about any changes or additions
you would like to make in your garden. 

Sincerely,
Priscilla 
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